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Social Impact of the Crisis in Ireland

1st December 2012

The financial crisis is impoverishing people and causing suffering at many levels of Irish society. 

Poverty

· 1 in 10 people suffered from food poverty in 2010. 23 per cent of people were experiencing two or more types of poverty in the same year (Central Statistics Office, 2012).

· 24 per cent of people report it is very difficult or difficult to make ends meet (Dept of Social Protection, 2012).

· 20 per cent of adults have less than €20 left at the end of the month after paying essential bills and costs.  45 per cent of adults, 1.9 million people, have less than €100 left (Irish League of Credit Unions, 2012). 
· 11% of households with three or more children suffer from severe deprivation (Michael Taft, Notes on the Front). 
· Over 200,000 children are living in poverty in Ireland – up 35,000 in 3 years. (Social justice Ireland, 2012)

· The Government projects that average real wages will be static in 2014.  The EU projects they will fall by 1.4 percent (Michael Taft, Irish Left Review 2012).  

Inequality

· Today, the top 10 per cent of the population receives almost 14 times more disposable income than the poorest 10 per cent receive. (Social Justice Ireland, 2012)

· The poorest 10 per cent of households have an average disposable income of €210 a week, compared with an average of €2,276 a week for the richest 10 per cent (Shaping Ireland's Future, Social Justice Ireland 2012).
· Ireland has approximately 100,000 households on waiting lists for social housing and “no credible plans to address this issue on any scale” (Fr. Sean Healy, Social Justice Ireland 2012).

Mortgage Debt

· In June 2012, 213,000 mortgages were in arrears, 28 per cent of all mortgages. In September 2011 there were 183,000 in arrears or restructured (Michael Taft, Irish Left Review 2012).   

· There has been an increase of 16 per cent in troubled mortgages in the last nine months (Michael Taft, Irish Left Review 2012).    

Unemployment & Migration

· Unemployment is nearly 15 per cent, up from 2.5 per cent in 2001. Youth unemployment is nearly 30 per cent (NERI, 2012).
· The Government expects unemployment to be at 13% by 2015, a fall of just 1% since they took office (Michael Taft, Notes on the Front 2012). 

· Migration of Irish nationals has tripled since 2008. 40,200 Irish people have left the country in the last 12 months. (Social Justice Ireland 2012).
Ireland in Europe

· Overall EU sovereign debt is 87.2 per cent of GDP. Ireland’s debt to GDP is 121 per cent. Our debt to GNP, which is a more accurate measure in Ireland’s case, is 147% (Social Justice Ireland & NTMA). € 64 billion of Irish public money has been injected into Irish banks by the state. That is 40 per cent of Ireland’s GDP and the largest ‘bailout’ in European history since World War 2. In the second quarter of 2012 Greece owed 144.3 per cent of GDP, up from 132.3 per cent, followed by Italy at 126.1 per cent. Ireland's budget deficit is 13.4 per cent of GDP, the highest in the EU, followed by Greece and Spain, both at 9.4 per cent. Among the EU Member States in 2011, underemployed part-time work was highest in Ireland (6.3 per cent of the labour force) according to the latest EU Employment and Social Situation Quarterly Review. Ireland’s youth unemployment is over 30 per cent, among the highest in the EU. The youth unemployment rate in the EU as a whole is now over 15 per cent in all but five countries: Germany, Austria, the Netherlands, Malta and Denmark. Unemployment affects more than 30 per cent of active young persons in Slovakia, Portugal, Italy, and Ireland. In Greece and Spain, the number of the young unemployed has exceeded the young employed for more than six months, with a youth unemployment rate higher than 50 per cent. 

(Sources: Social Justice Ireland, 2012; Equality think tank, TASC 2012)
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