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Covid-19
and inequality
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Covid-19 has been likened to an
x-ray, revealing fractures in the
fragile skeleton of the societies
we have built.

increase in poverty
Pandemic-induced global ‘new poor’

2020 between

119 124
million
and

2021 between

143 163
million
and

Living under $1.90 a day
June 2020 - January 2021

228 million
Living under $3.20 a day
“World Bank”
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= highest projected
number of new poor

$319BN
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increase in inequality
The Gini Coefficient is a single number aimed at
measuring the degree of inequality in a distribution.
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The worst historic increases in the Gini index range from:
just under

just under

Latin America and the Caribbean

South Asia

2% per year 4%

Covid-19 Gini index increases

• > 6%
• emerging market and developing economies
by more than 6%
• even larger impact for low-income countries.
“World Economic Outlook”

The increase
in inequality
$319BN
during past pandemics

1.25%

“the poor are
getting poorer”
Gita Gopinath, Chief Economist at the IMF
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