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Covid-19  
and inequality
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Covid-19 has been likened to an 
x-ray, revealing fractures in the 
fragile skeleton of the societies 
we have built. 

who will bear the burden?

the young

the low income

gig economy 
workers

low and middle 
income countries

Height of the pandemic 
joblessness among 15 to 24 - OECD countries - 

The pandemic has hit those on the  
lowest incomes the hardest

among those aged 25 and over

7.5%

3.2%
higher than the start of 2020

From March 18 to the end of 2020, global 
billionaire wealth increased by

$3.9 trillion

Ability to work from home

for low-income workers.

for high-income workers.

By contrast, global workers’ combined 
earnings fell by 

$3.7 trillion
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Welfare

emerging markets and 
developing countries 

of this is a result of a 
person’s ability to work 

from home.

8% +

In some countries some gig 
economy workers were more 
likely to fall through the cracks 
in state support and need to keep 
working, despite the health risks	

people work in the informal sector globally,  
with limited access to social protection or benefits

informal sector
Approximately

2 billion

This project has been undertaken with funding from Irish Aid’s WorldWise Global Schools. Irish Aid’s 
WorldWise Global Schools is the national programme for Global Citizenship Education for post primary 
schools in Ireland. The ideas, opinions and comments in this resource are entirely the responsibility of its 
authors and do not necessarily represent or reflect WorldWise Global Schools and/or Irish Aid policy.
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